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SUBJ: 1) ARRIVAL COMMENTS OF NEW AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR ON 
PORTUGUESE TIMOR; 2) NEW PRO-AUSTRALIA POLITICAL PARTY REPORTED 
IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. AUSTRALIA'S NEW AMBASSADOR TO INDONESIA RICHARD A. 

WOOLCOTT SAID AT AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE ON ARRIVAL IN 
JAKARTA MARCH 3 THAT AUSTRALIA "HAS NO SPECIAL INTEREST 
IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR" AND THAT TIMOR PROBLEM SHOULD BE 
SOLVED BETWEEN THE INDONESIAN AND PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENTS 
AND PEOPLE OF PORTUGUESE TIMOR. 

2. HOWEVER, HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT "SUFFICIENT TIME 
WOULD BE ALLOWED TO PERMIT A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO 
QUESTION OF FUTURE OF PORTUGUESE TIMOR" THAT WOULD 
ACCOMMODATE BOTH THE DESIRES OF ITS PEOPLE AND INDONESIA'S 
"NATURAL" INTEREST IN ITS FUTURE. 

3. ON AUSTRALIAN INDONESIAN RELATIONS, WOOLCOTT SAID 
THESE HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED AND STRENGTHENED OVER LAST FIVE 
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AS A STEADY NEIGHBOR TO INDONESIA AND AS A HELPFUL AND 
COOPERATION ACTION WILLING TO MAKE ITS CONTRIBUTION TO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SECURITY OF INDONESIA AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

4. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR WOOLCOTT'S STATEMENT THAT 
AUSTRALIA DESIRES A "POLITICAL SOLUTION" TO TIMOR PROBLEM 
IS OBVIOUS EXPRESSION OF GOA CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE GOI 
MILITARY TAKEOVER THERE. END CONFIDENTIAL 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

5. JAKARTA PRESS ALSO REPORTED MARCH 4 THAT RADIO 
AUSTRALIA CORRESPONDENT NOW VISITINB DILI HAS REPORTED 

FORMATION OF NEW PRO-AUSTRALIA PARTY IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR 
CALLED "ADITL A". ACCORDING THIS REPORT, THE NEW PARTY 
ADVOCATES SOME TYPE OF PROTECTORATE STATUS THAT WOULD 
GIVE INDEPENDENCE TO PORTUGUESE TIMOR BUT WOULD ENTRUST 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO 
AUSTRALIA. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERIES, GOI FONDEP 
SPOKESMAN NANA SUTRESNA SAID THIS REPORT WAS STILL BEING 
STUDIED. PORTUGUESE CHARGE SOUZA, WHO WAS ALSO ASKED 
ABOUT THE NEW PARTY, SAID THE REPORT WAS A SURPRISE AND COULD 
OFFER NO EXPLANATION. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

6. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST WE HAVE HEARD OF PRO-AUSTRALIA 
POLITICAL GROUP IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR. IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT "ADITL A" IS NEW ANTI-INDONESIA STRATAGEM BY 
FRETELIN-UDT FORCES. 

7. FOR SURABAYA: WE WOULD WELCOME ANY COMMENT OR 
INFORMATION YOU MAY HAVE ON "PRO-AUSTRALIA" MOVEMENT 
IN TIMOR. 
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